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October 20, 1956: Toward The Unknown Premiers at Edwards AFB
Sixty years ago today, on October 20, 1956, Toward The Unknown premiered to a gathering at the Edwards AFB Base Theater
This was also opening night for the brand new new theater. William Holden, Virginia Leith, James Garner, LQ Jones and other
stars from the movie appeared for the event and party.

The Edwards community is celebrating by showing the movie in the same base theater, some 60 years later.  Check out the
Edwards AFB Facebook page for video from the festivities, including a classic car show in the parking lot.

Premier night photos from 1956
Learn more about TTU



I had the opportunity to do a presentation on TTU in the base theater last month before a special showing. Yep, I wish I was
there again!

https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/october-20-1956-toward-the-unknown-premiers-at-edwards-afb/
https://www.facebook.com/EdwardsAirForceBase/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED
http://www.bellx-2.com/ttu/edwards-premiere/index.html
http://www.bellx-2.com/ttu/
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October 20th, 2016 | Tags: 60 Years, Toward The Unknown, william holden, X-2 | Category: Edwards AFB, Movies, Toward The Unknown, X
2 60 Years | Comments are closed

Programming Alert: Toward The Unknown Nov 8
TCM will be showing Toward The Unknown November 8 @ 6 p.m. Eastern. Sure, you’ve probably seen it already, but record i
on TCM HD and enjoy the sharpness!

http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/toward-the-unknown-playing-edwards-october-20/ttu-oct-20-2016/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/toward-the-unknown/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/william-holden/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/edwards-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/movies/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/toward-the-unknown/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/programming-alert-toward-the-unknown-nov-8/
http://www.tcm.com/tcmdb/title/93724/Toward-the-Unknown/
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October 15th, 2016 | Tags: Toward The Unknown | Category: Edwards AFB, Movies, X-2 | Comments are closed

New Site Page: Kincheloe AFB Dedication
Call me weird, but a while back I watched a newsreel from 1959, talking about the dedication of Kincheloe AFB. I’ve been to
what is left of Kincheloe AFB (aka Kinross AFB) in Upper Michigan a few times, but could never find the plack and boulder seen
in the newsreel. So, when my dad said he was going to visit the base on a road trip, I asked him to see if he could find it. I knew
something that size wouldn’t just walk away. Well, thanks to some directions from the Kinross Heritage Park and Military
Museum, he found it and snapped some photos. I have added a page to the site with photos and info, also accessible from th
home page.

Additional photos from the base can be found on one of my old blog posts.

October 14th, 2016 | Tags: iven kincheloe, Kincheloe AFB | Category: Air Defense, Iven Kincheloe, Test Pilots, X-2 | Comments are closed

Real Exciting: X-2
I have no clue what the story is that goes with the cover art (and since I’m female, I may never know since this is “for men,” lol) 
Looks like the X-2 is now a fighter interceptor. From April 1957.

http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/programming-alert-toward-the-unknown-nov-8/connie-general/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/toward-the-unknown/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/edwards-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/movies/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/new-site-page-kincheloe-afb-dedication/
http://www.kinrosstownship-mi.gov/heritage.htm
http://www.bellx-2.com/sightings/kincheloe/kincheloe-afb.html
http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2014/07/a-visit-to-kincheloekinross-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/iven-kincheloe-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/kincheloe-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/air-defense/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/iven-kincheloe/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/test-pilots/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/real-exciting-x-2/
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October 13th, 2016 | Tags: X-2 | Category: X-2 | Comments are closed

Kincheloe Memorial – Cassopolis, Michigan
I just added a new page to the website for the Iven Kincheloe memorial in Cassopolis, Michigan, including Google Maps info. 
you pass through southern lower Michigan, be sure to make a stop!

 

October 2nd, 2016 | Tags: iven kincheloe, X-2 | Category: Iven Kincheloe, Test Pilots, X-2 | Comments are closed

Site Visit – September 27, 2016
Site friends & contributors Tony Accurso and daughter Evelyn sent over the below photos from the X-2 fuselage crash site. The
visited on September 27th, leaving new flags and flowers to remember Capt. Apt.

http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/real-exciting-x-2/read-exciting-magazine-x-2-april-1957/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/10/kincheloe-memorial-cassopolis-michigan/
http://www.bellx-2.com/sightings/kincheloe/cassopolis-mi.html
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/iven-kincheloe-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/iven-kincheloe/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/test-pilots/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/site-visit-september-27-2016/
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http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/site-visit-september-27-2016/accurso-x2-apt-2016/
http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/site-visit-september-27-2016/accurso-x2-apt-2016-2/
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Haystack Butte, the lone mountain in the background. The X-2 nose section came to rest about a mile east of the mountain and four miles beyond
the joshua tree in the foreground.

September 29th, 2016 | Tags: Mel Apt, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Category: Edwards AFB, Mel Apt, Test Pilots, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Comments are
closed

Remembering Capt. Apt
While many of us remember Capt. Mel Apt for his final flight on September 27, 1956, another flight was equally important two
years earlier.  Capt. Apt was awarded the Soldier’s Medal for helping save a fellow pilot. The story of flight was told in a 1956
Life Magazine article, available online.

http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/site-visit-september-27-2016/accurso-x2-apt-2016-haystack/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/edwards-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/test-pilots/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/remembering-capt-apt/
https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/22-december-1954/
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September 27th, 2016 | Tags: Mel Apt, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Category: Edwards AFB, Mel Apt, Test Pilots, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Comments are
closed

Capt. Mel Apt & X-2 Remembered in New Museum Display
On September 17, the Air Force Flight Test Museum at Edwards AFB opened a new display remembering Capt. Mel Apt and
the Bell X-2. I had the honor of attending the opening, meeting Lorrie Epling (Capt. Apt’s daughter) as well as attend other X-2
events that day (which I will write more about later!). Aviation artist Mike Machat was also

Interesting fact: The flight suit on display for Capt. Apt was once owned and worn by Pete Everest. His name is on the inside of
the flight suit.

Antelope Valley Press article on the event




http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/remembering-capt-apt/mel-apt-life-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/edwards-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/test-pilots/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/capt-mel-apt-x-2-remembered-in-new-museum-display/
http://afftcmuseum.org/
http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Antelope-Valley-Press-Apt-X-2-2016-09-20.jpg
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http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/capt-mel-apt-x-2-remembered-in-new-museum-display/5d3_4792/
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http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/capt-mel-apt-x-2-remembered-in-new-museum-display/5d3_4795/
http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/capt-mel-apt-x-2-remembered-in-new-museum-display/5d3_4806/
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Mike Machat talking about Capt. Apt’s final flight and his newest painting, “Perfect Profile,” honoring Apt.

 

Lorrie Epling (center), daughter of test pilot Milburn G. “Mel” Apt, and her family, daughters Rachel (left) and Brisley and husband Michael, pose with
museum specialist Tony Moore in front of the newly-unveiled display of Apt and Bell X-2 at the Air Force Flight Test Museum Sept. 16. Apt was a US

test pilot, and the first man to attain speeds faster than Mach 3. He was killed in the destruction of the Bell X-2 during the record-setting flight that
exceeded Mach 3 on September 27, 1956. Moore designed and constructed the X-2 display. (U.S. Air Force photo by Christopher Ball)

September 24th, 2016 | Tags: Mel Apt, mike machat, pete everest, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Category: Edwards AFB, Mel Apt, Museums, Pete
Everest, Test Pilots, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Comments are closed

Sixty Years of the Bell X-2

http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/capt-mel-apt-x-2-remembered-in-new-museum-display/machat-x-2-display/
http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/capt-mel-apt-x-2-remembered-in-new-museum-display/family/
http://www.edwards.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/951921/test-pilots-legacy-honored
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/mike-machat/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/pete-everest-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/edwards-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/museums/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/pete-everest/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/test-pilots/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/sixty-years-of-the-bell-x-2/
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It’s hard to imagine that it was 60 years since the Bell X-2 last flew. In September 1956, the Bell X-2 program flew higher and
faster than anyone had ever gone before:

September 7: Capt. Iven Kincheloe rockets to a record altitude of 126,200 feet.

September 27: Capt. Milburn “Mel” Apt flys the perfect profile to reach Mach 3.196, becoming the fastest man alive. Sadly,
Captain Apt lost his life in this flight.




On September 17, a small group of X-2 fans got together at Edwards AFB to remember the people and the program. I’ll be
posting a number of photos and details from the event to the website over the next few weeks.

September 23rd, 2016 | Tags: iven kincheloe, Mel Apt, pete everest, Toward The Unknown, X-2 60 Years | Category: Edwards AFB, Iven
Kincheloe, Mel Apt, Movies, Museums, Toward The Unknown, X-2, X-2 60 Years | Comments are closed

Toward The Unknown Playing @ Edwards October 20
If you can get on Edwards for this showing, go! Would love any photos/reports from the fans out there!

https://www.thisdayinaviation.com/7-september-1956/
http://www.edwards.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/394758/starbuster-55-years-ago-capt-mel-apt-conquered-mach-3-lost-life-on-fated-flight
http://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/sixty-years-of-the-bell-x-2/x-2-team/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/iven-kincheloe-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/pete-everest-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/toward-the-unknown/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/tag/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/edwards-afb/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/iven-kincheloe/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/mel-apt/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/movies/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/museums/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/toward-the-unknown/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/category/x-2-60-years/
https://bellx-2.com/x2sightings/2016/09/toward-the-unknown-playing-edwards-october-20/
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September 12th, 2016 | Tags: Toward The Unknown, TTU 60 Years, X-2 60 Years | Category: Edwards AFB, Movies, Toward The Unknown,
X-2 60 Years | Comments are closed
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